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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Adier 
(US 2002/0169658). 

As per claim 1 , Adler teaches defining players including a set of rules (16, 
domain model), defining decision space (14, decision options), a decision making 
process tree (paragraph 7 and (12) plurality of scenarios), an information set, an 
outcome function (paragraph 75, summary report) and a payoff function for each player 
(paragraph 2 and 75, computed performance metrics); translating the player definitions 
into codified scripts (paragraph 40, simulation engine and paragraph 126); and 
executing the script where the outcome and payoff functions at the end of the execution 
determine the economic impact of the business policies defined by the rules (paragraph 
75, computed performance metrics). 

As per claim 2, Adler teaches the players being human (see claim 28). 

As per claim 3, Adler teaches the players being human and automated 
(paragraph 49, user can edit: denotes human user, see also claim 28. See Table 8, 
items can be generated automatically: denotes non-human user). 
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As per claim 4, Adier teaches modifying the rules for one or more players 
(paragraph 75, modify domain models); translating the player definitions into codified 
scripts (paragraph 40, simulation engine and paragraph 126); and executing the script 
where the outcome and payoff functions at the end of the execution determine the 
economic impact of the business policies defined by the rules (paragraph 75, computed 
performance metrics). 

As per claim 5, AdIer teaches providing calibration data for the defined players 
(see claim 3) based upon sales infomnation, wherein the scripts are generated in 
accordance with the player definitions and calibration data (paragraph 126). 

As per claim 6, AdIer teaches providing scenarios defining variations on the rules 
associated with one or more players (paragraph 88) which further comprises the step of 
generating scripts according to each player (paragraph 126, load into memory). 

As per claim 7, AdIer teaches the scripts are compiled on the fly during execution 
(paragraph 112, events can be injected as a static model or in real-time from an 
external data feed). 

As per claim 8, AdIer teaches the scripts are compiled in their entirety before 
execution (paragraph 112, events can be injected as a static model or in real-time from 
an external data feed). 

As per claim 9, AdIer teaches the rules associated with at least one player that 
defines at least one business policy from: advertising policy, sales policy, returns policy, 
rebate policy or advertised price policy (Table 8, Import data). 
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As per claim 10, Adier teaches a business process module for defining a plurality 
of players including a set of rules (16, domain model) defining a decision space (14, 
decision options), a decision making process tree (paragraph 7 and (12) plurality of 
scenarios), an information set, an outcome function (paragraph 75, summary report) 
and a payoff function for each player (paragraph 2 and 75, computed performance 
metrics); a script translator for translating player definitions into script (paragraph 40, 
simulation engine and paragraph 126), wherein the script defines at least one simulation 
stage; and a simulation module for executing the scripts (See Figure 11, Business 
Assess Exchange participation), wherein the result of the outcome and payoff functions 
at the end of the execution of one script stage determines the economic impact of the 
business policy as defined by the rules (claim 3 and paragraph 75. computed 
performance metrics). 

As per claim 1 1 , AdIer teaches the players are human (see claim 28). 

As per claim 12, AdIer teaches the players are human and automated (paragraph 
49, user can edit: denotes human user, see also claim 28. See Table 8, items can be 
generated automatically: denotes non-human user). 

As per claim 13, AdIer teaches a calibration module for providing data for defined 
players (claim 3) based upon sales information, wherein the scripts are generated in 
accordance with the player definitions and calibration data (paragraph 126). 

As per claim 14, AdIer teaches a database (paragraph 168) providing scenarios 
defining variations on rules associated with one or more players, wherein the script 
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translator generates scripts according to the player definition variations (paragraph 
126). 

As per claim 15, Adier teaches the scripts are compiled on the fly during 
execution (paragraph 112, events can be injected as a static model or in real-time from 
an external data feed). 

As per claim 16, AdIer teaches the scripts are compiled in their entirety before 
execution (paragraph 112, events can be injected as a static model or in real-time from 
an external data feed). 

As per claim 17, AdIer teaches the set of rules associated with at least one player 
defines at least one business policy from the set comprising: advertising policy, sales 
policy, returns policy, rebate policy and minimum advertised price policy (See Table 8, 
Import Data). 

As per claim 18, AdIer teaches defining at least one player, business rules (16, 
domain models), and an environment that defines actions the player can take in 
accordance with the rules (paragraph 7: decision tree and (12) plurality of scenarios); 
translating the definitions into codified script (paragraph 40, simulation engine and 
paragraph 127); and determining a behavioral outcome resulting from player-selected 
actions during execution of the codified script (paragraph 123 and claim 63). 

As per claim 19, AdIer teaches the behavioral outcome includes an economic 
state of each player (claim 51 , where economic condition is an input to the system and 
therefore, must produce a subsequent output). 
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As per claim 20, Adier teaches executing variations of the script to identify 
business rules and environment definitions that result in a pre-determined economic 
state (claim 4). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents relate to the current application in that they 
all disclose systems for modeling and analyzing strategic business decisions. Honarvar 
et al (US 2004/0107132), Secor et al (US 2005/0027845), and Moran (US 6,430,542). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linda Morawski whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6931. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on 571-272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LMM 




